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6. Stonemasons’ signs.

These toere signs by tolyidy jour-
neyman stonemasons in the
MiddleAgesdistinguishedtheir
finished work. They are to be
found carbed on many German
cathedrals and other mediaeval
buildings,

The Masonic odges were potys
erful guilds of stonemasons,
the dyief one being the NMasonic
lodge of Strassburg, whid) had
authority ober all the other [od-
ges of all the Berman-speaking
countries Themembers of these
guilds were strongly bound to-
getherin their twork. Originally
these 1lasonic [odges were en=
tively controlled by the Churd),
but they soon shook themselves
free from the influence of relis
gion, §or a long time, howeber,
they still remained potwerful
societies of men remarkable for
their principles and adherence
to the Churdy. On the comple-
tion of bis apprenticeship the
journieyman received a sign,

conferred upon him by his mas-
ter. This sign was taken from
aso=called Mother-figure, whidy
differed in eady Masonic lodge.
These different Mother-figures
were based upon triangulation
and squaring, the trefoil and
the quatrefoil. §rom these signs
we can tell exactly whence the
wandering journeymen came
twho twotked on any particular
building.

Disgraceful conduct might lead
to a mason being deprived of
his sigh, and excluded from his
lodge. The first duty of a jour-
neyman twhen he came under
a netw master, in the course of
bis travels, twas to construct
the sign of bis otwn Miother
lodge, before bis assembled ¢ol-
leagues in the [odge room, and
then to explain it symbolically.
Master masons were allotwed
to enclose theiroton signs with-
in a shield,
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Here follow a few stonemasons’ signs of different periods:

The above are four Byzantine masonic signs, actually purely
alphabetical monograms, closely velated to the designs in the last

dapter,
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Six Roman signs, remarkable for theiv beautiful clearness and
simplicity of form. To the modern mind these signs are typical of
the vigorous age whidh produced them.
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By far the commonest masonic signs are those on the Gothic
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buildings that still surbive. They are often to be found in great
profusion, and shotw considerable ingenuity, The two follotwing
pages show examples of these:
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